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A key assumption underlying effective communication is that speakers of a language tend
to use the same words to express certain meanings. Given that linguistic forms are arbitrary
and semantically opaque, this assumption of conventionality reduces the effort that
speakers must expend in deciding how to refer to things, and also that of addressees in
determining what a speaker means. A crucial premise of this assumption, nonetheless, is
that speakers and addressees can differentiate between forms that are conventional from
those that are not, and between speakers who are conventional from those who are not.
Grounded on a social-pragmatic perspective on language, in the present talk, | will present
evidence on the emergence in children of this sophisticated assumption of conventionality.
The first studies will demonstrate that preschoolers assume that while speakers are
expected to know the common names of objects, they are not expected to know the proper
names or arbitrary facts associated with novel objects. The second set of studies reveals
that children’s responses to speakers’ request for the referent of a novel name vary
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according to how knowledgeable of conventional names the speakers are. In the final part, |
will present preliminary evidence for the possible mechanisms by which children arrive at
this nuanced assumption of conventionality. The general discussion will focus on how these
mechanisms may be the very ones that allow children to acquire culture.
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NYINN NYAIM 12V [9IXN NIX NINOoND AYITN NOY NN NY2IRN .NINWN QX721 NY7¥2 KN YN
YN 0T NN Y7V DNAY ,0MV0'"7R1101 DZNNYT TIaa . (Slobin, 2004) 1"7wnal 7191
NN'N 1INLVN .AYINN YO Y RPN [DINA TEANN 'NDIN ZNNN ,0N7Y '0Na19N1 NaNnn
29 7w DIWN TIM'7n 217010 1227 Nywn O N ,001UN 0Y7V90 W nwDIn 7' DR vIapY
Levin & nnoson Ino 7y nynn o 102 7w nn'wn 1100 .0n7w [9IXNI 7170010 2D 72V nyinnn
AT 0'Nnim 0'uoi1w 30 T 7Y 0*7won 1o pn WnX7 .( Levin, 1993; Rappaport-Hovav, 1995)
5 TV ,("0M" 2%wn omiE T wio ) 1 ann N 2%wni NNt o 2y, nima 5 %7 DX NoW NaR
nnM; (e.g., gallop, stumble );2 nn; (e.g., jump, float ); 1 nnA:(naa 2%wn M) AN nwpn
.(e.g., perambulate, (lope 5 nn1 ; (e.g., trundle, saunter) 4 nn ; (e.g., waddle, meander) 3
7y 002NN |71 ,NPONI NAINMN N'NAI 7VI9 NN ,N7IV9 PNYN — D'9SNNWNT 1IN NIN'WN YN
NAT? DXNNAL 'YIPN 1NN DY 722 T2 7an 0y 07V NNdIN NRIvnn 1oon .0*7yon 102 9w 1axnn
V19 NN T (N2170 DRon NN 1RY 071V Rwn) N a7 - nmunn Y wipn
N'"721XN NOWA D'WIII NVIN 72V 1D ARIN IPNNN NN QYR NN'YRN NI'NY L,NRON7 TV naimni
NAANNN 72 Y¥NXA DT DINNA NI7WAYT yIan 1K [TV 0T '2i2'0i7'7 VT 21,1900 N NNW INY

Levin, B. (1993). English Verb Classes and Alternations. A Preliminary Investigation. The University
of Chicago Press, Chicago / London.

Levin, B. and Rappaport Hovav, M. (1995). Unaccusativity. At theSyntax-Lexical Semantics
Interface. MIT Press, Cambridge, MA.

Slobin, D.I. (2004). The Many Ways to Search for a Frog: Linguistic Typology and the Expression of
Motion Events. In S. Stromqvist & L. Verhoeven (eds.), Relating Events in Narrative, 2:
Typological and Contextual Perspectives. Mahnwah: Erlabaum, NJ. 219-257.
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NYDI 2V 0YTNR 0M'00MIAIYID'0D DN 121 DD TV .(7'won |"12Y7 'apn ,07win ,y19In) 7yon
LJITAN NIRXIN INXYNY X7 D78 DPNNY R )N 720 7T7' 2V DAN NNy DU NRYIND DIRNN

11119 0 ow? .(Berman, 1994 ;2001 ,ax') 0Iwn 0'7pwNnn 27U nWDIN 1TO a7 NIpyi nNN2
D'NKRXIN DIRN NIN'LL[RON NMAY DUNIRXINND DNRNN 7D 9 217 im0 v7 a1 znna
.JXdn '00'71IV1 DT N'wa

(1997 ,Ix"12X) 190 |17'"AN D'NRXINN DIRNN 7Y QM1 NXAN IN'KR )N D121 2170 77N
N1'N2N X1 22 7V D'Y'9IN DUNRXIND DXNNY 1IRXA NIYPNN [N D'901 D'YTN DIXN N90INA
¥ N1"V1 NNIX VYND ,0'917YWI DM'TO D'7'20 DMINN O'RYN] TNRN INXPA :0N7Y '2XRP'0R'7n 01VVOoN
7¥ Tnyn 0N7 72YN 1WA VTNN DYIN'YY DIRN D'RYN] XN JWUNNA IR 1N ,7'V90 w190
D'T'79N 1"'X N7 — DXV NINWI D'UNYUNN D'NRYIN DIRN O'XYN] 1D1021,7111¥NA 11D ,'KNXY IXIN
NNY T'P9N2 0'NRXIN OMIRN D721, 'Y N 0"YNIN DXY NINY2A 1Y 121N ind 0M'01AR
IN DYWL ,TAIY IR KX 70192 NIPNR DXN — ININN 7R N7RYY 77N oN'Nn L9011 .JIN1 1N D'uYSIn
75 D ,N7Y DT NIN'IN .YARNAYT IX YA'R7 TWPNNN YRINA 10D NI'IYNYN 12N 1K ,NMIY |11 7193
27N 1'N OPNRXINN DIRNN 1901 7Y91 77wna .NNaya TN T'PON 7V 0Y77wnn NYI7un TN
N2y OUNRYINNN DIRNN 7 MIXUN 7591 NTaNT [N, N 0NN NNpan ainm
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77UN AYI7UN 'an N Ipwni 1TTon XINENIM 0N 11N DIRNN 190N 7597 7pwna .nwTna
.(b1nv ,0Md) D' TIO' DN 12 D'VN9N N DI TA72 RN 1 YD

Y 107pInY 2-8 ‘K70 0T W NItk 18 7w 0'7*7nna v N'wa DUNRXINND DIRNN NINY
n"7y oy D ,xx¥N (2008 ,21'711x) CHILDES nidin niyynxa ipnyini NipT 30 qwna 'woin gnwn
NYY1 D XXN1 9012 .N'ANNI NINNN NINDYW NI'NAN DPNRXIN DNIRNA NI QY WIN'Y vyl 720
I'N 2yon 7pwnn 0MRN a0 Nixviap 951 71y92a1 Y9N 0UNRXIN DNIRNA P01 X VYN YIN'Y
"D'nmr" 2yon XN ;(nm ,2m) XTI TRON Iwn'y AN L,4-5 'R nIwRY? 1v'oIn ,0N
2V2 DUNRXIN DIRNLIRPZ'0RN QYN N1'Nan .0'7*7nna 770 1y'ein X7 n'7'20 NIopnwn DNy
("71915m 77" ,¥1ax) KxI' 72y19n 121 DN, (NIVA ,ANIOSN) NI 2NN AN 1Y'DIN 'RNXY TAyN
NY'TAN NYAI71971N2 DUNIRXINN DIRNN 7W DNIPNA NINDA [0 — n7190 X' DT 7NN W Imnnn
.NOYN NINNSNNA DNXISNA [NI,M2vN 17Nl

NA NTIAY .07°2 122 02 0'T7'7 )N WIOYW D'T?' NXNYN 190 N'2 010 7222 now nrrini'n 2001 ' 2
2N 7N N0 ,MIYPNA NIYIDSNY? 190N N ,\N0oIN IXINY
,JR0IN IXINT YNA NTIAY .UNNONA 1j7NA [7'1 12 N'Y 7w DYz niny 121 nwo1 (2009) 'y
AN 7N N0'oNIIN L,DMAMYMAIRZ DTIN'YT? NDINN
Berman, R.A. (1994). Formal, lexical and semantic factors in the acquisition of Hebrew resultative
particles. Berkeley Linquistic Society, 20, 82-92.

N"2Y MAIT DNAIRNI DNAANN 7Y DNOYA INIyNYNi 2'VNR'NMTY N1an NINNSNN
21X 7N "IN ,TN DAL |[IVA0 NP ,N9N 1 N7 n'ole Lo A 0Ta

| TRIN ,N2'N ,NOYNN (12D NI'UXNADI NIFVINO0 NI'IYAYNA 1901 V2 1A171911N N1aN KIN 2'0NN TN
DN QY ,0'T7'N NOWA DTRIN 27w D71IVN NIDY 2N NY'9IN 2'0NRMATA NIIX D271 RN ,NNXYN
1210 1YW o' Nyl L(1998) T2 ' 7Y '9'xD0 PITRT YT ANIF 2'0AIR VT 7V DDNNon
ANINNA Y'OIMY M21ANT;NN'TA7 N0 2 WA wnwnn VIYD 171911mM 7D XKINY ' NIT7'n aonmn'T
[9INQI NMAYN NOYA 121AN 2'0IM TN NYOINA NZOIY IT NTIAY "IN A17197m 751 wnnwnl Nk
D'?T21 NY7D NN NTOIPIXR .0NAIANI DNAANN 7Y DN9YA ,NIT7?'N NOIZNT7 12yn 11 vin'yn
NN ¢ NN Innon .(27-35) omanni (16-17) X" ano ,(13-14) 'n nn 72 nixiag wi?un
7¢ DNIYN7 CUXD NIMYNYNI DYaN N1'NAN ,2'01RMTN 7W NINIRAD ININNSNN DX |IN27 NN
NI7RY UNN D'9NNYNN 178WL LIT NI0N NR'TA7 N 7721001 20 R'0271 1A17197m YT 0 T2IN
AYZN] INNN ZNNN NIRXIN . 2'01RNATN NIYAYNR/Nian 7¢ n1an IX ;0200 ,2'010MT Do IW1TY
APNAN NYWN? DRNNA (1 D 1IR¥N NIRXINN NN INXRT? .DI'9'YO0N 1j7NNN NITRYI NN N1on?
YT 2y DNNON DA'MAIYN N'AYNAI N0 NIMAIRI9TIM NI7ID' 071110 72 IXN ,1N7¢ NN7'vn
MINNONNN 1'7NNN ,2'01'A TN 7w 7272 NproON IX TA71 N1aN NN n70Nn0 UKD (2 ;2171971m
NNY7? 1ayn 775nwn? 'wnn a171o7mn yTiaw D 7Y yravnl ,0Mainn? X' nno 2 wnann Np'vn
NI'IR N7ID' IRP'0RT VT — INXR VT 2V NIdANOoN N2xNn n70nn Wwxd (3 ;190 nan TIin'7n
ININNONN 7V y'ax¥nn 12T ,X" ANDY 'n AND 2 wnnn QE'wn "MINNSNnn 1'7nnn ,nivy

(4 ;a7197mMn Y17 qona 12 NIXNE 90 NN TIN'D NNRY 70N R0INN 17N Y N nann
MINNONNN 1*70NN ,NN2 NIND 2'VI'ATA NN A0 7Y INNAIM TWKD IX ;0112 D701 'WIR TUKD
,0171YN 2'01'M TN 12N NIRY91 7720 'K ,N1an N70na (5 ;'n AnD<K™ Ann<onann MaTh N
N7 WIN'W7 001 'R P90 D700 ,NRT NNv? .n'795nn N1an? n9Tyn NNNSNN NiNA11 X
N793NN NNl |I— N'9I0 D KX¥N1 120N N70N1 .N790N2 WIN'Y NINSI N'A'VIIM'T N7'A NN N
L= 1 |I= NN Nroion 2 fan (6 .nind NN n'— N'I0 17'X1 DNINAIM N1'NAN DY VYND
niynunn N7 XN "N no1o 17'81 "nptntn n1'unmMTN Nvnwnn N7y X0 |- N'oIo
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D'VYOINN DNITAN NINYN (17 NIYAANN 7Y TY{7N] -- '9'¥D0 [DIXAI,NMAYN NAIT 7w "7R0INn
1707 NIoN'Nnn ,NI'00YZAIR NIO'SN 7V 00IANW 7T yXI' XN (2777 ,nwia ,nvaN ;|12d)
NOWNN LI7R NI Moy (Baayen, 2011) NIMIAVE |21 D'OMD A NNNNI IN'Y 7 D'AYIND '2'01AIR
NIMPY ,[I'NT ,NIS'PY ,NINDY 7Y 0"'00'VVO NINRY 0'02 72VI NNIYNN 1NN NN NYIY7N

VT DN "TO7 NARNAN NI7790 juan 0rooan 17X nind .(Elman, 2009; Li, 2009) ninrTol

YN 7D 0R'YT naiman ,NmRTE DD NRNI0R

NYPY7 '0271'0 91N DYVISY — D"VINO0I DOTIRP'OP7 ,0MNIX — D' 7V [11an 7710 yxinn 7Tmn
2'7NN DX DA'NON DN NYPRIVIRNT DIYN DN'NI7PYN AITA DY 7D 79 170N e DT
["701a0 'oN' .17'n W 727 NIYRIN NI NIREYZRLINN XD 7W NN DTN DR AT

=197 NNNN NIT - NID0N [9IXA ' T'-7Y D1IIDNI;1I7'A VNS 727 DY TINY DN ,0'ANIAN |2 D'AdMN
JINprop

Elman, J. L. (2009). On the Meaning of Words and Dinosaur Bones: Lexical Knowledge Without a Lexicon.
Cognitive Science, 33, 547-582.

Baayen, R. H. (2011). Demythologizing the word frequency effect: A discriminative learning perspective. To
appear in The Mental Lexicon.

Li, P. (2009). Lexical Organization and Competition in First and Second Languages: Computational and

Neural Mechanisms. Cognitive Science. 33, 629-664.
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7¥ NINMPA TZANN D70 ENNN 2N .09 )1I'NAI 7702 DIk N MR 770 DU D'VORV
D'VORL 7V (NRPN NI7P) NIRIFZAY DRI IPNAN .NAIYD NOWA K71 N'72IXN NDYA D'OOFV
190N NNIY |2 NN L,0AU9N 7712 IR |2 0'771DW 079121910 D'MIIAN NYOWIN N'72I1XN NOSWA
DNXNNQ D'VORL AIX'Y 770 DIW" "y DNIANI D'RIIP 7W ARMPD NI7'Y IR 19W7 N1 .00PLVN NITINY
NI V'YW DIYM7 D'INM K7 NY72IXN NOWA D'VORL AIX'Y 770w |"X7 21wN LI7X D991V D'NNIAT
nNaInn 0'7n 7w nirg 7un nd n'1yn NOSwn 7w DUNITH 0'9MAIMNNIRD 07 TaNN 7wa nwn
0OV NITIMYN 190N NNIY 2 NINN NYSYWN NX 772 'NDIN 7NN .780YYT 'Ry akzn (il
197 NNIYA |2 NINA 07721 AWR VORL INIX 7W D'ONIIS 9 1121 .N1ANNTE RPN PIFTENNDN 7Y
210 .nimy Y2v1 NiTmy "My ,NNK NTINY '97 NITmyn 190n1t1,7193 nint 1.5 nin 712 nin
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[P ANKX71 INIX RNP7 1IYPAN] 0N .VOZLVN 7W D'UNIISN NYYNN TNX "IXNITI |9IXA 1727 D'VITIVO
NIANN [ATI ARNPN AT IR TTA 101N .VORPLN NIAN K77 ANDT NI K7W NIMN2-2) NITRY NINSY
IN DINMIPN NN 7Y X7 IR N12NN 21T 7V Y'DWN 00702 NITIMYN 190NY Xx¥N) .(NI7RYUN |INND)

NIV NN NITINY MY DY VOV NIANNT,NTINY OY VORLA NI' NIV NN NIANNY D ,N1ANN
7¥ N7ITAN NN2IMY nonim VORLN NITIMY 190N 7Y IT NYOYN .NITINY YW7W OV Vo7V TWKRN NI
NI RIFT 7Y DNIYA 22 NN 79 nyswn NNt K7 DITNy-10 0'0oj7L0 NNiy'Y? 178 D'VoRL
D70 2N 1I'97 NV NOWA ANDdN 7W 'POIXRN I'9IX7 ONI'M AT NYOWN 10IN .N1ANNI RPN
APNAN 7w 0'RyNnn (S N NN Ywn) [ 0tpoIR 0 My NN NIFMIRA NI
D'TTN 7V 002NN N1ANNI NRMPN NI9'WT7 NMTYN NOYWA VORLN 7Y 1AIX'Y A7 NIX7NN DYONN
.00

Chan, A. H. S., and S. Lee, K. (2005) Effect of display factors on Chinese reading times,
comprehension scores and preferences, Behaviour and Information Technology, vol.24, , pp. 81-
91.

Chaparro, B., Baker, J. R., Shaikh, A.D., Hull, S., & Brady, L. (2004). Reading Online Text: A
Comparison of Four White Space Layouts. Usability News, v. 6.2, (available at
http://psychology.wichita.edu/surl/usabilitynews/62/whitespace.asp )

Dyson, M. C. (2004). How physical text layout affects reading from screen. Behaviour and
Information Technology, 23, 377-393.

NINY NNA'TION NITY N'AINNSNA NAI7119N n'xp'm"rn v 9101191 NIV

NIX'avYnN
No'N "IN ,0'ANAN 17'971 2'0N T'"OIX ,|'100 N775n1 N9'N "IN ,NANRL DRN"D

D"17"721 NXNZN DYDY 001V L,0'0 0MPIN |2 NND0N NNYZ DNIYY NY2IRA NI 11D

D'IINN NAI70190 NIYTINN 7¢ NI'PNRN DINNSNNN DTN TNIMAL 017119 TIAY Y700 D ,NNYDI]
(Vellutino, Fletcher, Snowling nirknl XN NIFDAIFA DYDY NLVY7WUN DTN YNNI 'NION 'RIN
D'RIIPN "2 NNTRED NRIYA D D'0NIA DRIY DNZIN,NNIN ANIX 7V (ywna .& Scanlon, 2004)
DN7Y 11712190 TIA'WA N71D'2 NIMANLVANT NRIY? NONIM AR NIRY? DY D'RIIZ 2 TNIMAL DIYN
1"TN 101N 11N NTNINNONNN RPN NIRY 7¢ TN 0'o7an 0w oxnn TR .(Snowling, 2001)
DAIOY NIY NIN'AY 7¢ DIIY D'A10Q XLANA PITN 10IN .NN2IM 'N72 [N NN2INM [0 ,0'70 DR
Y2 NINAYI XLANNN ARAPA PIFTN YoIn 071X .(Abu-Rabia & Taha, 2004) nniw niMnop?
NNINN QWP NYI5N OV D'RIIF (12D ,NARNP Y1770 DTAIN DI'RY DAY ORI [YOXRYT 7178 RN
N'MINNONN DR NIPZ7 DY DT?' 017ORNN NIR'AYN 210 D NONIA 'NDIN ZNNN 7¢ NNj7'vin

N 'YIRT PNy NNIN 7Y 001NN ,NRMP Y77 DI'RY 0T TR K7 0'RIIZ D7ORNN 178N DY7T2)
P1ITN 101N 7w 10N 7Y 1"7wnn 17 217019 TI79N7 onrm RPN MRt Y wIpn dipn e i
7w Yy K77 0 X7 D'ROIR 7Y 101N 210NN 77210 NIRAY 7Y 191¥90 2101 XLVANNT RN
VYIIX? D'NWUN D'RIIPD .ARNPA DPYR 752 DRI 76 79 DNMIRNAY N2 NN 0TI DRt
(3 o' 0*a71219 0*EY DY ARNE MR (2 oimn ot otpt? oy arp Rt (1 nixngp
2V D' K7 DRI (4 Dm0 0va7i19 DR oY AWR NYI5n W D71 ARITNN Y2 RN Y
A10 NN NYAIR A170190 12'70 DNNIN D DNINN DX IYYWIR 170NN 'R¥Nn . T1%71 2wp Nvon 9 vy
NINAY 1YX 0217019 DR DY RN MR NP .07 TN K70 D'RIZN 7Y "0 NRNAYN
AWND ,D'RIIZN IRYN NPT NNIXAL D7¥NR 19¥IY NIRAWN 210 IXYT? NRIIYND 1{7'Y2 DIF0RIS0'T

7w N7 ANIZNN DY ARMP YRP7 0ORIIREDDIMA 0Y2A7019 00p7 Y22 ARNp RN oy 0RIp
NIN'AYN 210D NI'V1IIDMO NIMAIZIDNM NIRAY 1Y¥] DN 0217119 D™1'7 702 AW NYIon
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INXNN 7'YA NIFVIID'MO0 NIRAY YIX 072171219 D*1R'"7 K77 71D QWP NYI9n DY DRI .'01ITN
"7 IN2X )'702 N7TANN NINARN NYRARY - [INQARN NTY7 MIynwn |9IX2 DNNY DYy jpnnn
NP NP7 7Y D100 NN NYRWA 2R 1M AR

Abu-Rabia, S., & Taha, H. (2004). Reading and spelling error analysis of native Arabic dyslexic
readers. Reading and Writing: An Interdisciplinary Journal, 17, 651-689.

Snowling, M. (2001). From language to reading and dyslexia. Dyslexia, 7, 37—46.

Vellutino, F. R., Fletrcher, J. M., Snowling, M. J., & Scanlon, D. M. (2004). Specific reading disability
(dyslexia): what have we learned in the past four decades?. Journal of Child Psychology and
Psychiatry, 45(1), 2-40.

NX" 2 N"71701aA8NN A'RIN NDWYN NIIYN
[7'8-12 NV'0NANIR T D' '9INvI MY N

2IMD VORL 7w TAWN '7NNT NYINITIN NNINNN DX 721N NTAYA N'0R70' TN 17N N7 NI N
JM71701a800 N'RIN DN N'01770 NYADT? NONIM YZXITIN TIR9NA NYI9NN ,NAI7IT'9N Nn1a
NY9 INXNY DM7NN NIARYA NIYKRIT NYXIN IRNPA NM7170102800 1'RIN NDWWN NN
NXMP? NDWNN 7¥ NITIRONN NNIA'WN L, NINT DY .N'0770'T QY D'?T21 7¥X N'9'Y90 NMI7011aRN
N'RIN NDIYN NIYN 7Y NRMyn N>IYN Yyxa7 AN NdIN NN N10N NI DM 7Y

IT NN 7¥ NT'{PON NKX NION™NN NIIDTY NIMIX'T 7¢ 0"1210 N1'NA N ARMPA NN717010a800
.(Vidyasagar & Pammer, 2010) n7'm2a nirnixn ¥ 7¥ 121 1707

NIXAP MY 27U D7 'IN'T N0 2 1'IYD 'YK .DI0NRN NAYNYT 1IYN'Y NIN'Ywn NIYa 150N
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